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SEC Press Announcements
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SEC Initiative for Transparency

Alan Beller, Director of the Division of Corporate Finance:
“We believe it is appropriate to expand the transparency of our comment
process by making this information available, free of charge, to an
unlimited audience.
Comment letters and response letters relating to reviewed disclosures
will begin to be released individually on a filing-by-filing basis (upon
resolution of all issues relating to a filing and will include all rounds of
comments from the SEC and responses from the filer) through our
EDGAR system at www.sec.gov. The process will commence with
some of the oldest eligible filings, but as it continues, letters will be
released no earlier than 45 days after the review of the disclosure filing
is complete.”
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Source: SEC Press Releases June 24, 2004 & May 9, 2005

Confidential Treatment

•
•

•

Rule 83 (17 CFR 200.83) allows filers to request confidential treatment
for some portions of a written response to a staff comment letter.
Filers are required to submit their response letters using two separate
documents:
z A response (marked as confidential) to the comment letter including
the confidential information
z A separate response (redacted version) without the confidential
information
z Consistent with current practice, the SEC intends to question a
request for confidential treatment that is overly broad. Companies
must have an appropriate basis for confidential treatment.
The SEC will only make the redacted version publicly available on
EDGAR.
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Locating Publicly Released
Oil & Gas Company Comment Letters

Found on the SEC
Electronic Data
Gathering, Analysis
and Retrieval System
(EDGAR) public
website:
www.sec.gov/answers/edgarletters

10 pages and not
one oil & gas
company listed
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Locating Publicly Released
Oil & Gas Company Comment Letters

Has anyone in the audience been successful in finding the
released oil and gas company comment letters?
If not, here’s how:
http://www.sec.gov/answers/edgarletters.htm
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Want More Details

The details of the search procedure are given in a
document included in your conference presentation
notes. The step by step instructions include screen
shots of the SEC website to guide you through the
process.
Good luck and happy reading!
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